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FEDERAL JURISDICTION IN THE TERRITORIES. - 


+ Judge Blacks argument for Utah before the Judiciary Committee ha 2 
on House of esentatives, February 1, 1883. 


Vr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee. 


AM here with your permission and at the request of the people of val te to 
discuss their rights and the powers of the Federal Government to control 


Ik you think for a moment how much they may suffer Boe our legislation: 

and remember that they have no vote in either House I tru 

ou will hear without objection the defence of their counsel, — permit him 

i show, if he is able, that the hostile measures passed and proposed . 
em are unjust and unconstitutional. 


Though I claim nothing for those people on the score of their merits, 
their behavior and character ought nig to be misunderstood. It is said G 
how much truth you know as well as I) that they are sober, honest, 

able, 1 and N not only to one another, but to the stran 
within th he records ‘show them to be singularly free from t 
crimes Forbidien | in the decalogue, and not at all addicted to the vulgar vices 
which often 1 4. the character of frontier communities. Their ir Territorial 
vernment has been conducted with surprising purity, —— and justi 
imple in its machine and impartial in its laws, its burdens an 
protection univ ; no cheating at elections, no official def one, vo 
special taxes, and not a Aollar of public debt. 
Hy revil but they m ke no legal discrimination aguinet 
faith o who d ent from them of — 
eir e the l ramed by themselves, and un 


derfect a jn. matters of worehip: and conscience. 

on 


dara as a State, guarantees to every human being 
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the obstacles of nature. By a system of irrigation, amazing for its extent, 
ingenuity and cost, ay brought ample supplies of water from the distant 
mountains down upon the plains, and by their persevering industry they con- 
verted that rainless desert into a land of plenty, covered with fruitful farms 
and thriving towns. 

I think that, under these circumstances, it would be an infinite pity to 
strike the Territory of Utah with the curse of political slavery, to deprive the 
people of their local government, and deliver them up naked und de 228 
to be sacked and pillaged by their enemies. But let it be understood that 
am not asking for mercy. If you have the constitutional power you must 
exercise it as you please. 

There are many reasons which naturally incline an American statesman to 
do all the harm he possibly can to the people of Utah. They are powerless 
to resist it. They have not a single vote in the National Legislature, and 
cannot exercise the slightest; influence on a Presidential election. They are 
excluded from all political rings; they cannot be anybody’s competitor for 
the spoils of office; they can make or mar no scheme to save or squander the 

ublic money. On the other hand, the whole country outside of their own 

‘erritory is populous with their enemies, whom you must conciliate and 
gratify if you can do so with a safe conscience, for they have votes, and 
power and influence which will not be opposed without danger. 

The religion which the people of Utah adhere to with so much tenacity, is 
regarded in other parts of the country with extreme dislike, as the mere 
superstition of an upstart sect. No man, however, who has the faintest per- 
ception of Christian principles, thinks it right to kill or plunder or outlaw 
them for holding an erroneous faith. From real Christianity there comes no 
howl for the blood and property of the Mormons. But in other quarters the 
most runcorous hatred breaks out. By some famous preachers the policy of 
killing the Mormons by wholesale, unless they leave their property, abando 
their homes, and flee beyond the Union, is openly advocated and e, 
concurred in with great warmth by 1 2 supposed to be respectabl 
and this is accompanied with curses loud and 0 upon all who would 
in a constitutional objection to that method of dealing with them. 
When we read of such things in history we are apt to think them diabolical. 
But approved as they are now and here by ponies judgment, and unrebuk 
even by Senatorial wisdom, we must concede, I sup that itis very g 
taste and refined humanity disgnised in a new dress. As a general rule 
prlitical piety, wherever it has turned up the whites of its eyes in this country, 
or in Europe, is a sham and a false pretence ; but in this exceptional case 
would be speaking evil of dignities to call it hypocrisy. The soundness of 
the religion which slanders a Mormon is not to be questioned. Equally pure 

isthe act of a returning officer who fraudulently certifies the election of an 
. anti,Mormon candidate known to be defeated by a majority of more than 
: to one, nage will we attribute any sordid motive to ghose residents of 
Utah, official an a 


allowed to li ful and prosperous lives. They are animated solely 
by disinterested 
eit judgment would be much obstructed by the further continuance of fr 
But the case does not depend on the merits or demerits of the parties, I 
not a 
their wie has 
be the superior sanctity of the holy men who 


shall be satisfied that you have no power in the premises, you will usurp 
it; for that would be a hideous — of which you 10 wholly incapable. 
‘Before I go further, let me vindicate the justice of this censure, not because 


down the Territorial go 10 0 seize its offices and grab its money. heir 
‘righteous souls are vexed from day to day by the mere fact that sinful men 
| ano be gratined at the expense Of a breach in the onstitution. I Vor 
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ou doubt it, (for that is impossible,) but merely to stir up your pure minds 


y way of remembrance. 

Mr. Grote, the most learned and thoughtful of modern historians, has 
shown by divers examples that fidelity to the fundamental law—which he 
terms constitutional morality —is the one indispensable condition upon which 


the safety and success of every free government must depend. The high 


career of Athens from the expulsion of the Peisistratids to a period af er the 
death of Poricles—the marvel and the admiration of all time—wus plainly 
due to'the faithful practice of this supreme virtue. It was this that made 
the steady Roman strong enough to shake the world. England observes not 
only the theories, but the minutest forms of her constitution when a 
for her own people, and that has given her domestic tranquility and soli 

power at home ; her shame and her misfortunes are all traceable to the dis- 
regard of it in dealing with colonies and outside dependencies, Con- titu- 
tional morality was cherished and inculcated by our fathers, in the early 
— of the Republic, as the great principle which should be the sheet-anchor 
of our peace at home and our safety abroad, and to the end that it might 
never be forgotten, they imposed a solemn oath upon every legislator and 
every officer to keep it and observe it with religious care at all times and 
under all circumstances. In contrast with the self-imposed restraints of the 
American democracy, Grote mentions the French, a nation high in the scale 
of intelligence, but utterly destitute of attachment to any constitution or any 
form of government, except as a matter of present convenience. You know 
what came of it—eleven revolutions in less than eighty years—a history 


filled with wrong and outrage—a people forever alternating between abject 
sluvery and the license of ferocious crime. 


It is as plain as the noonday sun that without constitutional morality every 


retence of patriotism must be false and counterfeit. The man who says he 
— his country, and yet strikes a fatal blow at the organic law upon which 
her life depends, shows his sincerity as Nero proved his filial affection when 
he killed his mother and mutilated her body. 

A violation of constitutional law is not an offence which is ever made venial 
by the occasion. You cannot do evil that good may come. The evil is there, 
and the good never comes. a 

No matter how unimportant the breach may seem; though small at first. 
it will widen like a crevasse in the Mississippi, until the whole stream of 
arbitrary power goes rushing through it. Besides, the grade of a crime is not 
measured by the extent of the particular mischief. Forgery is forgery, 
whether the sum obtained by it be great or small, and murder is not miti- 
gated by showing that the victim was short of stature. 

It often happens that legislators, as well as other men, feel themselves 


hampered by such restrictions; but that does not authorize disregard of 


tiem. You cannot break lawlessly over the Constitution because it confines 
you to limits incdnveniently narrow. 


In this country all men and all classes are equal. Nv-one can lawfully aay 


to another Stund aside, Fam holier than thou,” and push him from his place 


— 


on the platform of the Constitution. Superior sanctity is not a thing to be 


safely believed ; it is easily simulated ; it is often false; and when it comes 

into politics it is almost universally put on to cover some base and malicious 

— — ate of Congress 
e party whose ts are injurio ted by vicious acts 

outside of the Constitution may be = and defenceless, the inhabitants of 

a distant Territory and the members of an unpopular sect whose complaint 

cannot reach the general ear, and would excite no sympathy if it did. But 


these are very —— which plead strongly — — the 
usurpation of ungranted power to destroy them. This is no a to your 
ion that the Constitution > mado mest 


magnanimity, but a mere suggestion 
especially ~ the weak. 


e are not all agreed about the wisdom of the Constitution or the virtue 


tion was 


| 
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of the men who made it; but whether vou like or loath it, you are equally 
bound to obey it. You do not lessen this obligation one whit by railing at 
it. When you break it you do not diminish your guilt in the least by calling 
it an agreement with death and a covenant with hell. 

Nor can you change the nature or lessen the degree of the wrong by your 
own contemptuous feeling for the object. He muy be altogether unworthy . 
of your favor, but you owe him justice, and you must pay the debt to the 
uttermost farthing. A legal right is. in and of itself, a very respectable 
thing, however much you may hate and despise the man, or body of men, 
that sets it up. 

Moreover : Constitutional morality means general morality in all things 

* public and private, and the converse of the proposition is also true. Political 
power, under our systein, is a trust given an accepted upon certain cuve- 
nanted terms, and to be executed within certain limitations. A willful breach 
of this trust by transgressing.its limitations, perverting its purposes, or 
Viol: ting ita conditions, is an act of personal dishonesty which not only cor- 
rup s the officer who commits it, but demoralizes all other citizens who are 
tempted by their personal or party attichments to defend or apologize for the 
wrong. Thus the floodgutes of iniquity are set wide open—all that is pure 
in morals, all that is perfect in politics, all that is holy in religion, are swept 
awny ; the public conscience swings from its moorings, the baser passions 
become masterless, and rapacity riots in the spoils of its lawless victories. | 
If you are not satistied with a free Constitution, honestly obeyed, give us a 
despotism, but save us from a rotten Republic if you ean. 

I have not offered this feeble and faint support to the doctrine of con- 
stitutional morality because I suppose you to be against it, but for quite a 
different reason. I know very well that J am not addressing men who claim 
that their own resentments or their own interests are a higher law than the 
Conatitution, they have sworn to support, or a better rule of action than the 
law of God, which commands them to keep their oaths. 1 %%% OU! 

Let is see whether the measures passed and one against the Territory 
of . and its people ure or are not open to objection on the score of im- 

The constitutionality of the act of March 22, 1882, has been much and 
serionsly questicned as an invasion of religious freedom. That is not my 
peint, A mere sin against God, not affecting the relations of man to his 

0 


low. man, false worship, heterodox belief, erroneous teaching, bad systems 
f ecclesiastizal discipline; these are placed by our Constitution beyond the 
reach of human legislation. But auy overt act detrimental to society in 
general, or injurious to the publie, may be forbidden by tbe State, and the 
offender cannot. justify himself by showing thut it is right according to his 
intemprotation of the divine will. A Jew! believes: it his religious duty to 
take the widow, cf his devensed brother und raise un children by her, though 
he has a wife and family of his own ; but that is adultery by the luw of the 
land, and he cannot nullify the law by pleading the revelation to Moses. A 
Seventh-day, Buptizt may be compelled.for the temporal convenience uf others” 
to keep. Sunday a day of rest, though his; eonseienee assures him that 
Saturday is the, Sabbath of his God! who has ne faith: at all is ro- 
tected as well as, one whose faith is wrong, but if the intidel insults or annoys 
his follow- citizens by uttering bis loose lasphemies at improper times and 
places, the Jaw may check bim with a penalty. It is sometimes difficult. to 
see whether it particular net falls on one sido another of the 
ins which divides the domain of conscience from that of the secular ruler. 
dou ful gases, The, civil authorities have / the right of decision, ur, as Judge 
bon expressed it, th» courts have the lust guess Sth oF iff 


He is p cowardice; it in to feny man and‘beare , 


4 
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MISSIONARY WORK IN OLD MEXICO. 
(From the Utah Journal.) 


PROSPECTS BRIGHTENING—-RECENT BAPTISMS—-ANCIENT PROMISES ABOUT 
TO BE FULFILLED. 


Tue New Year has dawned upon us under the most favorable 1 the 
Lord having blessed our labors during the present month far beygnd our 
expectation. During 1882 little headway was made, at least visible way, 
very few peuple having embraced the Gospel, but with the beginning of this 
year the way seems opening up before us. 

Elder Milson R. Pratt and myself reached this city on the 21st of last May, 
and reported to Brother Wilcken. President of the Mission. Brother Pratt 
soon after went to Ixtlahuaca, a Mexican village eighty-five miles west from 
this city, where he still remains — tee language. 

While Brother Moses Thatcher and brethren who accompanied him were 
here, a small Branch of the Church was established at Oezumba, a village 
sixty miles from this city. During the last four months of 1882, 1 have been 
visiting that locality twice a month, holding meetings with our little con- 
gregition, and then taking one of the Mexican brethren with me, have 
visited several neighboring villages, in which we have held meetings when an 
opportunity presented. The peuple in this district are nearly all Indians, and 
each time that I visit them I can see an increased interest manifested in the 
principles of the Gospel. 

At the little town of Chimal, we have been welcomed by a congregation of 
Protestants, whose minister (an Indian) has always invited us to speak when 
we have met with him. On Saturday, the 6th ult., Brother Wilcken and 
I went out to visit. them. I felt as though the time had come when 
some of them would enter the waters of baptism, and although I had heard 
nothing to that effect, went prepared to administer the ordinance. 

My impressions were not without foundation; on Sunday, the 7th, accord- 
ing to arrangement made the evening before, we repaired to the desiguated 
spot, a small stream near Tecalco, where Brother Thatcher baptized a few 
persons while here, and there I administered the ordinance of buptism to five 
persons—four men and a boy 14 years of age. They were all from Chimal, 

d belonged to the Protestant congregation before referred to, the minister, 

icolas Rodrignez, being the first to enter the water. 

It was a scene once witnessed not soon to be forgotten. It had become 
— generally known that the baptisms were to be administered, anda 

arge number of pee from the surrounding villages assembled to witness 
the ceremony. They were all Indians, and as I gazed upon that group of 
dusky faces assembled to wituess the administration of un ordinance once 
performed by their fathers in this same stream, but to them so strange and 
new, my mind wandered back to the days of their glory, and many scenes in 
their past history were brought vividly before me. 

I thought of a time when the same ordinance was administered by Alma in 
the waters of Mormon; of the ministration of Ammon and his brethren, and 
last. but not least, the words of our Savior to Nephi: “ Unto you I give 
wer to baptize this people when I am again ascended into heaven,” and it 
ed my heart with joy and thankfulness to see the sons of those righteous 
men who, for 1,482 years have wandered in darkness, returning to a knowl- 
edge of their fathers and the Gospel of Christ in accordance with the promise 
of the Lord their Redeemer. | ä 

A hymn was sung, after which Brother Wilcken offered prayer. I addressed 
them upon the necessity and object of baptism, and the resturation of the 
Gospel through one of their ancestors, and then went into the water and 
“baptized the persons before referred to. 

Ou Saturday, the 13th, accompanied by one of the native brethren from 
‘Ozuniba, I went down to the State of Morelos, and on Sunday baptized two 
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men in the village of Cuauhuistla. The Spirit manifests that the time is nigh 
when the promise of the Lord to the remnants of Jacob will be fulfilled. 
“ And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you, at that day 
when the Gentiles shall sin against my Gospel, and shall be lifted up in the 
ride of their hearts above all peuple, and shall be filled with all manner of 
ying, and deceits, and hypocrisy, murders, priestcraft, whoredoms and 
abominations ; if they do all these things and reject the fullness of my Gos- 
pel, behold, sayeth the Father, I will take my Gospel from among them, and 
then will 1 remember my covenant with my people, O house of Israel, and I 
will bring my Gospel unto them.” Let him who readeth understand.” 
MxXxIco, Jan 26, 1883. | A. W. 


* 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 
— 


Meetincs of the Welsh Conference were held in the Railway Inn, Merthyr, 
Tidfil, March 4th, 1883. The Elders present from Utah were: Apostle John 
Henry Smith, President of the European Mission, Ben. E. Rich, President of 
the Manchester, Geo. C. Parkinson, President of the Liverpool, and Alfred 
Alder, President of,and Isaac Green owes Elder in, the Bristol Confer- 
ence. David Lewis, President of, Thomas Perkins, John Jenkins and W. G. 
Reese, traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference. (Elder Daniel Davies being 
in Carmarthenshire unwell, was unable to attend). 

President Lewis made a few appropriate opening remarks, and called u 
Elders Perkins, Jenkins and Reese successively to report their labors. The 
Saints as a general thing feel well in the work and endeavor to assist the 
Elders in the performance of their labors, The Elders expressed a deter- 
‘ mination to persavere in the responsible work of spreading the truth and 
warning the people, which had been assigned them. 

President John H. Smith occupied the short time remaining, and Elder 
G. C. Parkinson pronounced the benediction. — 

On assembling at 2 o’clock, p. m., prayer was offered by Elder G. C. 
Parkiuson ; a person was confirmed a member in the Church by President 
Smith, and the Sacrament administered by Elders Thos. Perkins and John 
Jenkins ; after which, Presidents Alfred Alder, John H. Smith, and G. C. 
Parkinson occupied the time in discoursing upon the 2 of the ra 
and in giving such instructions as were suggested by Spirit of 
Benediction by Prest. Ben. E. Rich. : 

A: 6 o'clock, p. m., after prayer by Elder John Jenkins, Apostle Smith and 
President Rich occupied the time of the evening meeting, the former speaki 
upon the Word of Wisdom, row pues | the blessings to be derived from obedi- 
ence to the revelation upon that subject. . 

President Rich dwelt upon the first principles of the Gospel, and coneluded 
by bearing bis testimony to the restoration of the Gospel, through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. A person was also confirmed a member of the Church by 
President B. E. Rich, followed by benediction by Apostle John H. Smith. 
The meetings were well attended by the Saints and some strangers. Quietness 
prevailed and all seemed to rejoice under the teaching of the servants of 

After the afternoon meeting, President Rich suggested that, as the day was 
fine, we hold an out door meeting. The suggestion was acted upon by all the 
Utah Elders and many of the Saints repairing to the square, where President 
George C. Parkinson was the speaker, Apostle John H. Smith bearing testi- 
‘mony to his remarks and to the Divine mission of Joseph Smith. 

It may be interesting to state that the meeting was held in the same place 
that President John Taylor, about thirty-four years ago, raised his voice in, 
8 the Gospel of peuce to the people of Merthyr. What a great 
difference in the size of the congregation now and then! When President 


| 
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Taylor spoke there the people gathered from all parts to listen until the square 
and streets were packed with people, while now only a few would stop to listen, 
and a large proportion of them only long enough to learn that sound doctrine 
was ‘being preached. The thirty-four years preaching of the Elders since 
President Taylor was here, has left very few who will endure sound doctrine. 

The Merthyr Saints having secured the Temperance Hall in Cefn, a place 
about two miles from Merthyr, and advertized a meeting to be held in the 
1 evening, Presidents Smith, Rich and Parkinson and the Elders 
of the Welsh Conference were present ut the appointed time. The Mer- 
thyr choir and most of the Saints, and quite a number of * 
were present, considering the fear that exists of the “Mormons.” The 
speakers were Presidents Rich and Smith, and the proceedings were very in- 
teresting. About 10 o'clock on Tuesday, we started for Pontypridd, distance 
12 miles. At 7.30 p. m, according to previous arrangements we met with the 
Saints, and meeting was commen by President George C. Parkinson. 
President John H. Smith occupied the remainder of the time; he spoke upon 
the organization of the Church, the location and situation of the Saints 
Utah, and the surrounding country, the faith, knowledge, and good work 
the Latter-day Saints, aud final triumph of truth in the earth. Brother S 
nr by bearing a powerful testimony that Joseph Smith was a Pro 
of G. 


Merthyr, March 8. W. G. Regsg, Clerk. 


— 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


— 


WE are indebted to Brother George D. Lovett for a detailed report of the 
meetings of the Sheffield Conference, held in the Hall of Science, Sheffield, 
ve 11, 1883. Luck of space, however, prevents us from publishing it in 


- The morning mesting commenced at 10.30. After 1 by Elder Hyrum 
Dewsnup, and the administering of the sucrameut by Elder Joseph Greaves 
and George Crofts, the Presidents of the various Branches made their reports, 
showing the Saints generally to be in good condition, with a desire to continue 
in the work of the Lord. Elder Joseph Greaves gave un account of his labors 
in the Chestertield District for the past twenty-two months, where he bad been 
oy mostly in distributing tracts and conversing upon the principles of 
the Gospel, and bore testimony to the divine mission of Joseph Smith. Elder 
George Croft reported his labors in the Rvtheram District for the past nine 
months, during which time twenty baptisms had occurred there, ten of which 
he had officiated in. Elder Dewsnup followed, bearing his testimony and 
speaking at some length upon the restoration of the Gospel, etc. The statis- 
tical report of the Conference was then read by President F. B. Woolley, 
which reflected great credit upon the Elders who had Jabored there during | 
Ae dennen After a few concluding remarks by Apostle John Henry Smith, 

e benediction was pronounced by Elder George Crott. 

On re-assembling at 2 p. m., prayer was offered by Elder Greaves, and the 
authorities of the Church, presented by President Woolley, and unanimously 
sustained. President Woolley then addressed the congregation upon the first 

rinciples of the Guapel, aud was followed by Elder Geo. C. Lam of the 
MILILENNIAL Star Office, who discuursed upon a variety of subjects. Dis- 
missed with benediction by Elder F. B. Woolley. | 

Av the evening meeting which commenced ut 6 o'clock, after prayer by Elder 
Lambert, the time was occupied by President John Henry Smith in an elab- 
orate discourse, at the close of which be dismissed with prayer. The meetings 

were well attended 4 Suints and strangers, all of whom seemed interested 
in the proceedings, and the best of order prevuiled. oft 
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MONDAY, MARCH 26, 1883 pen. 


DUTIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD.. 

— 

Tuat the work of the Lord may prosper throughout the European Mission, 
it is of the utmost importance that those engaged in it should be united, and 
labor in harmony and with a common interest. That this may be.the case, it 
is necessary that all skould understand their duties; otherwise, however good 
the intentions may be, there is danger of some running counter to the inter- 
ests of the work, or at least hurting the feelings of others. Organization is 
one of the first essentials to good government, whether civil, military or reli- 
gious. The organization of our Church members in these lands, though not 
as complete as in the land of Zion, is yet sufficiently so that the duties of all 
in a church capacity may be detined and understood. Perhaps it may nut be 
amiss for us to briefly point out some of these duties. 
The Mission is divided up into a series of Conferences, each of which is 
presided over by an Elder from Zion, selected for that office on acconnt of 
bis faithfulness, wisdom and executive ability, Each Conference then is 
divided into a number of Districts, presided over by one or more traveling 
‘Elders from Zion, who labor under the direction of the President of the Con- 
ference. A District may comprise a number of Branches, each of which in 
‘turn is presided over by a local Elder, ander whose direction the affairs of the 
Church pertaining to that Branch are conducted. The members of the 
Chureh residing in any Branch, whether they hold office in the Priesthood or 
not, should show due deference and respect to the President of the Branch, as 
he in turn should to the traveling Elders, to whom he is amenable. The 
traveling Elders also should set a proper example by being respectful and 
submissive to the authority of the President of the Conference, and he like- 
wise to the President of the Mission. Each officer has his particular sphere 
to act in, and he should be respected in it, but he should not seek to assume 
any authority which he does nut possess, ignore those who have a right to 
preside over him, or exercise any “unrighteous dominion.” Among the 
inspired writings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, we find the following: We 
. have learned, by sad experience, that it is the nature aud disposition of aliaost 
all men, as soon as they get a little authority, as they suppose, they will imme- 
diately begin to exercise unrighteous dominion.” Let this not be said of any 
man holding the Priesthood or placed to preside in any capacity in this Mis- 
“sion. The Priesthood was never conferred upon any man for auch a purpose, 

and he who seeks to use the prestige which his office affords him for such 
purpose will reap condemnation as his reward. We further learn from 
the writings already quoted “that the rights of the Priesthood are inseparably 
connected with the powers of heaven, and that the powers of heaven cannot 
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De controlled nor handled only upon the principles of righteousness. That 
they may be conferred upon us, it is true; but when we undertake to cover 
our sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain ambition, or to exercise control, or 
dominion or compulsion, upon the souls of the children of men, in any degree 
of unrighteousness, behold the heavens withdraw themselves ; and the Spirit 
ok the Lord is grieved ; and when it is withdrawn, amen to the Priesthood, 
or the authority of that man.” 
A President of a Conference is responsible for the good government and 
well-being of that part of the Lord’s vineyard over which he presides, and 
though he delegates certain powers to traveling Elders, he does not sur- 
render the right to inquire into their mode of procedure and learn of the 
details of their operations, if he choose to do so. Though a man may be 
called to act as President. of a Branch, look after its finances, direct the labors 
of the local Priesthood, and give counsel for the temporal and spiritual ad- 
vancement of the Church members residing there, he is still amenable to the 
traveling Elders and to the President of the Conference, and they have a right 
to visit at pleasure among the members of the Branch, and require of 
him an account of its affairs. He should also, from courtesy at least, confer 
with them, when any of them happen to be present in the Branch, in regard 
to his procedure. It need not follow that they should take the presidency of 
a meeting out of his hands or interfere with the usual mode of conducting 
it, without circumstances should require it, but he should bear in mind the 
fact that they are the presiding authority. 
It is commendable for tae Presidents of Branches and the local Priesthood 
associated with them to use their utmost endeavors to extend a knowledge of 
the Gospel, and gather others into the fold, but it would not be well for them 
to baptize, confirm or ordain persons without the knowledge of or being 
directed so to do by a traveling Elder or President of the Conference. In 
matters of this kind order should be observed and care taken that Gospel 
privileges should not be extended to those who are unworthy, aud no person 
should be admitted into the Church by baptism or ordained to any office in 
the Priesthood without a thorough understanding of the responsibility and 
obligations he is taking upon himself. Above all, the Spirit of the Lord should 
be earnestly sought by officers and members throughout the Mission, to aid 
them in understanding and performing their duty, for with it as their guide 
“there is no danger of going astray. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder E. M. Dugdale is released 
from the Manchester Conference and appointed to labor in the Sheffield Con- 
ference, under the direction of President F. B. Woolley. 


IxrolEnA NCR — The Salvation Army lately commenced opera- 
tions in Switzerland, and the result was that the officers of the law soon 
- interfered and banished two of the leaders, Miss Booth and Miss Charies- 
worth, from Geneva. It appears now that the British Government is going to 
_ have something to say about that action. Earl Granville bas jnstructed Mr. 
Adums, the British representative in Switzerland,“ to take energetic steps 
with a view to inducing the Federal Council to annul the decree of expulsion 
issued by the Geneva authorities,” If foreign interference should result in 
_ securing universal religious toleration and freedom in 2 among the 
‘strait-laced people of that region, the Latter-day Saints at least will greatly 
rejoice. | 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. a 
11 . 11 
NOTES FROM THE HOLLAND MISSION —KINDNESS ‘AND ‘THEN OPPOSITION 
FROM RELATIVES—WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE, ETC. | 


Elder J. W. F. Volker sends us the following from Steenwyk, N etherlands, 
under date of March 4th : 


Through the blessings of the Almighty I am and have been — the best of 
health. Since I arrived in this country, now about four months, I have experienced a 
‘great deal. By friends and relatives I was received with the greatest generosity in the 
beginning, but when they knew my errand most of them turned the cold shoulder upon 
me. Well, I did not care anything about that; it only strengthens me and gives me 
more faith in my heavenly Father. They had to hear my renee d ~_ they have 
heard it, and it is for them to act according to their own will. 

J have been traveling a great deal alone, also with Brother abe he is my Pie. 
ident. I meet with a great deal of opposition, and have to change around quite often. 
Sometimes I sit at a rich man’s table, and sometimes (most of the time) at that of a 
poor man, and enjoy a meal at the latter better than the former, for the rich are not of 
us. However, on account of relationship I am impelled to visit them, and hope that the 
Lord may some day work in their hearts, that they may obey the Gospel, to which they 
are dead at the present time. The people here, as a general thing, have their hearts 
closed against the Gospel of Christ, and they are so much under the influence of their 
leaders that they are not much inclined to listen to us. Therefore, wherever we go we 
are opposed, but still many hear our testimony. 

** When I look at the people here and think of their 1 my heart cries within me, 
for the prophecies of the Prophets and of Jesus Himself are being fulfilled here every 
day. The abominations, the wickedness, the whoredoms, and detestable and disgusting 
talk ef the people is horrible to think of or hear, and sometimes I think, O Lord, how 
‘canst thou hear and see what is going on” I thank the Lord daily that He isso kind 
yet as to warn the people before He will come with His judgments. The words of Paul 
are fulfilled here with the people, as ‘they have a form ef godliness, but they deny the 
power thereof.’ Also, as the Prophet Isaiah says, They honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far frem me. And yet this is called a religious land. The people claim 
to believe in the Bible so long as it is closed, but when we open it and begin to talk 
about the Gospel requirements, they begin to denounce everything, and say ‘all those 
things were needed in those days but not at present; if we only believe in Christ we 
will be saved.’ They have got such a very easy way of getting saved, that it almost 
makes anybody feel jealous. As I mentioned before, I have to change about a great 
deal as to sleeping and eating ; one night we sleep in something like a wooden box with 
doors, then in something else, and very often on the floor, as I do now, about three 
inches above the water. Our meals generally are very poor, but I can say the Lord is 
blessing the feod for me, for if He did not I could not live on what I get. I see my 
_ hostess to-night is cleaning some big carrots for a change, which will be agreeable, for 
generally we have nothing but saurkraut and cabbage and cabbage and saurkraut. On 
Sunday I get a small piece of fried bacon, and, believe me, it goes down with a relish. 
Sometimes I get it during the week, but very seldom. At present I am boarding and 
lodging with a family of Saints in a little twenty-ton ship. I cannot ‘stand straight up, 
and have to be either on my knees or bowed down, which is very unpleasant ; still we 

enjoy the good Spirit of God. The brother with whom I am staying is 4 great worker 
for the kingdom of God ; although young in the faith, no was bear his testimony wherever 
he goes. 

e' ͤpreached in a workshop this morning to about ren and also in the after- 
noon preached to a congregation numbering about eighty, and was very much opposed. 
a The people would not believe that Joseph Smith had received revelations because * 


— 

. 


. — 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 203 


name is not mentioned in the Bible. The prophecies which we have in the Bible con- 
‘cerning modern revelation and the coming forth of such a work as the Book of Mormon. 
they will not believe. Cant he as a closed book to the wise and the 
learned. 

„When I e which are quiet, distributing tracts, the people yell 
at me, call mea false prophet, and say that for a few pounds a person can buy his salva- 
tion. They have got it down toa fine point. They also have about a column of matter 
in their paper about me, warning the people in this country and elsewhere to beware of 
me and not listen tome. Well, I feel proud of it. I thank the Lord for that honor, for 
surely the servant is not greater than his Master. I am blessed with the Spirit of God, 
and the more they persecute me the greater my faith and stronger my testimony, and 
with the help of the Lord I shall go forth to proclaim glad tidings to this people in spite 
of all opposition. The Star is a most welcome paper to me, and I can rejoice when I 
learn of the good spirit that prevails everywhere among the Saints; still, I sometimes 
feel a little jealous when I read about your District Meetings, and the Elders from 
Utah coming together occasionally, while here there are only two of us. However, we 
rejoice in the Lord, and go forth boldly bearing our testimony wherever there is a chance. 
If we only had the privilege of preaching upon the street in the open air, oh how our 
voices would sound like a trurpet among this people, for meeting-places are closed 
against us, halls we cannot rent, and if there are any, we have to pay an enormous price 
for their use, so they are beyond our reach.” 


MEETINGS REVIVED IN PRESTON—BAPTISMS—GOOD PROSPECTS. 


The following extracts are from a letter received from Elder Henry Leyiand 
dated Pudiham, March 8th : 


„ will try to give you a report of our labors in this the Preston and Darwen District. 
Preston is well known by the Latter-day Saints as connected with the early history of 
missionary labor in England. It happens to be my birth - place as well, and as the Elders 
of late years have not had many meetings there, I felt, when I first came to labor in this 
District, that there might be some good done in and around that place. When I men- 
tioned it to Brother Parkinson he felt the same, so we have been trying our best in our 
humble way to rent halls in the different towns, and we have about completed our 
arrangements to carry on the meetings either at one town or another every Sunday for 
the next three months. President Parkinson and I took a new route a few weeks ago, 
going by way ef Chatburn, Downham, Wiston, Pendle Hill and Barrow Ford, and back 
to Burnley. We were among strangers all the time after we left Clitheroe until we came 
to Burnley. We found some of his (Brother P.’s) distant relatives, aud also two or three 
old members of the Church who still had a testimony of the truth of the Gospel as 
revealed to the Latter-day Saints, and they, as well as Brother Parkinson’s relatives, 
treated us with the utmost kindness, and many of them desired we should come again. 
There is one, however, we shall not be able to see again at present, and that is an aged 
relative of Brother Parkinson’s, (his father’s uncle) who was just about dying when we 
were there, and who passed away on the 28th of February. The wife of the same is also 
very low. One of these old members whom we found has started to take the Stak again, 
and I think we will be able to do a little good around that neighborhood, with the help of 
the Lord. I had the privilege of baptizing three and re-baptizing one at Preston, four 
weeks ago last Monday, and Elder Joseph Graham officiated in baptizing two and re- 
‘baptizing three at Over Darwen on Saturday of the same week. Then President Park- 
‘inson and I made another forced march around by Blackburn and Burnley, as we had 
five more to baptize at Burnley, which we did two weeks ago last night, President Park- 
insom officiating. All were new members, but two of them were children of the Saints. 
‘There are more about ready for baptism at Preston and around Leyland. and also at 
Blackburn and neighborhood, as we have several investigating in the district. Elder 
Tanner and I are now among strangers at Padiham, who treat us very kindly. They 
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have relatives in Utah, or rather in Soda Springs, Idaho. Although these are not in the 
„Church, some of them believe in the principles, and I expect, ere long, will embrace the 
truth. Weare now on our way to Clitheroe, and expect to hold special meetings at 
Blackburn on Sunday, as we have rented the Spinner’s Institute, Saint Peter Street. We 
have also advertized our meetings in the leading newspaper of Blackburn. We held two 
meetings at Preston last Sunday, in the North End Commercial School, St. Peter Street. 
Boeing rather centrally located, we managed to have about twenty.strangers present in the 
afternoon ; but as the room was not heated, there were not so many present in the even- 
ing, and there not being many Saints at Preston it was rather a drawback financially, as 
‘we were two shillings and sixpence out of pocket; but then I would not care for that if 
I had the means, but I had not a penny myself. We also had a special meeting at 
Preston two weeks ago last Sunday, at the Temperance Hall, North Read, when 
Bishop O. F. Whitney came out, and we had a very good congreg.tion as you have 
already heard.” 


ELDER NYES LABORS—SUCCESS IN CONVERTING RELATIVES AND OTHERS— 
CHILD GIVEN UP TO DIE RAISED TO HEALTH, AND THE DEAF MADE TO 
HEAR, BY THE POWEX OF GOD, 


Elder Ephraim H. Nye, writing from London, March 2nd, gives us he 
following account of his labors : 


I arrived in Liverpool in company with others on the 29th of April, 1882. and was 
assigned by President Carrington te the London Conference, and on reaching there 
received my appointment to labor in the Kent District. I obtained my first experience 
in the missionary field in company with Elder W. H. Apperley, with whom I traveled ten 
days, after which I labored alone. About the Ist of June I was appointed to succeed 
Elder Joseph A. West in the Whitechapel Branch, he having been called to preside over 
the Jondon Conference. I have continued to labor in this Branch since that time, 
occasionally, however, visiting other places for the purpose of finding relatives, and of 
laying the plan of life and salvation before them. In this I have been most wonderfully 
blessed of the Almighty. His goodness towards me has been made manifest, and I 
rejoice greatly in the success which he has granted me in bringing some of my relatives to 
a knowledge of the truth as it is taught by the Latter-day Saints. I have already had 
the privilege of leading thirteen of them down into the waters of baptism, and there are 
several others whose minds are prepared, and they are only waiting a favorable opportu- 
nity to render obedience to the Gospel. Besides my relatives, I have baptized twelve 
and re-baptized three, making a total of twenty-eight. All this is very gratifying to me, 
and gives me great joy and comfort, for it is in fulfillment of the words of prophecy 
pronounced upon my head by Apostle F. D. Richards in the Council House, Salt Lake 
City, April 10, 1882. When setting me apart for this mission he made use of the follow- 
ing words: ‘ You shall rejoice in bringing your kindred and friends and many souls to a 
knowledge of the truth.’ This has been literally fulfilled, and I give thanks and praise 
to the God of Israel for another evidence, added to the many already received, of the 
truth of this great and glorious work. 

Alt may not perhaps be out of place if I mention two remarkable instances wherein 
the power of God was made manifest through the instrumentality of his servants. Last 
spring there was a Mr. Elliott living in Seuth Bermondsey, who had a large family. His 
infant child, 13 months old, had for many weeks been reduced to the veriest skeleton. 
The physician who had the case in hand, said that the child had a film growing over the 
brain, and that it was impossible for it to live. The parents, who had watched over it so 
long with care and anxiety, had finally given up all hopes of its recovery, and were 

patiently awaiting the hour when the hand of death would put an end to its earthly 
‘sufferings. Mr. Elliott being associated with some of the Saints in Whitechapel in 
- business affairs (Brothers Larkins and Atkinson and their families), was induced by them 
10 call upun the Elders of this Church and have them administer te the child. Aocord - 
ingly, on the 6th of June, Mr. Elliott sent for President Joseph A. West and Bishop O 
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F. Whitney to go to his house and administer to the poor little sufferer. They went and 
did so, and abont three days later President West and I again administered to it. The. 
mother uncovered it, that we might see its emaciated body. The sight was painful to 
look upon. I can think of nothing to compare it to better than the dried and shriveled 
skeletons of wild animals that I have seen upon the burning sands of the great American 
desert. I could not have believed that life could exist in such an emaciated form had I 
not seen it. 

Nr. Elliot said if the child recovered he would regard it as an evidence that ours wats 
the true Church of Christ, and would render obedience to its ordinances. The child 
began to recover from that time, and as soon as nature, by its recuperative process, 
could place flesh upon its little frame, it became a healthy, rosy-cheeked, beautiful child. 

The plan of life and salvation was laid before the parents, and they believed all 
until they came to the question of plural marriage, when the mother turned bitterly 
against us, and said that God had nothing to do with the restoration of her child, but 
that it was her own skillful nursing that brought it back to health, whereas, with all the 
united efforts of herself and a skillful physician for weeks before, it continued to get 
worse, and when first seen and administered to by the Elders it was near unto death. 
The father and eldest daughter, however, believed, and on three different occasions the 
time was set for their baptism, but they failed to put in an appearance. Soon after 
neglecting to perform this sacred duty, which Mr. Elliott often deelared had been made 
plain to him, financial ruip followed. Some turn in his business affairs brought down his. 
creditors upon him, the brokers were put into his house, who sold him out, and he 
moved to another locality. I did not learn of the whereabouts of the family till a short. 
time since, when I again called upon them and found them in greatly reduced circum- 
stances. They received me well, and the lady admitted that it was the power of God 
that saved her child, but will not accept the Gospel on account of plural marriage. The 
father and eldest daughter believe, and declare their intention to some day obey its re- 
quirements. 

On Tuesday evening, January 30th, I was visiting a family in Deptford, by the name. 
of Donovan, who were investigating the principles of the Gospel. After listening to me 
for some time, the mother brought a little boy about 7 or 8 years of age, stating that he 
was deaf, and desired me to lay hands on him that he might recover his hearing. She. 
brought some olive oil, and I ‘proceeded to consecrate it in their presence, and then 

inted the ears of the little boy and laid hands upon him according to the pattern. 
On Feb, 20th, I again called upon the family, when the mother, with joy and happiness. 

beaming in her countenance, informed me that the little boy could hear a 
one. The parents have declared their intention of obeying the Gospel. 

Tem enjoying my labors very much indeed, in striving to lay the plan of life and. 

vation before some of those who dwell in this great city, and I thank and praise God» 
„ 


NEW BRANCTI ORGANIZED—OPPoSITION 
m U PROVED FUTILE—ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND TESTIMONY. 


Eider Joseph MeMurrin writes {rum Edinburgh, March 2nd, us follows: . 


“© have had the privilege of aiding in the furtherance of bein thle pe 
little over six months, and I can truly say that I have enjoyed my labors. Since com- 
mencing operations in this quarter, I have, through the blessing of the Lord, with the 
assistance pf my brethren and sisters, suéceeded in organizing a branch of the Church in 
— town of Gorebridge, consisting of sixteen members. My experience in that locality 

n of a interesting nature to, me. On first coming | to this field I found 
2 onest 12 ted souls who were willing to investigate the principles of we gospel, 
and I took t pleasure in striving in my humble way to enlighten their min 
Lord my 
prove hold thst’ to that Which they found to be good and pure. After 
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overthrow of those who had received the. gospel, and also to prevent others from 
enquiring after the truth. The Free Church minister, A. G. McAlpine, became vary 
much exasperated, because some of his flock had seen fit to accept uf the truth, and he 
had posters put up thoughout the town, giving notice that he would preach in his church 
on a certain Sabbath evening, and take for his text, Mormonism; is. it scriptural? I 
counseled all the brethren aud sisters to go and hear him, knowing that it would 
strengthen their faith to see the sandy foundation upon which sectarianism is reared, 
when brought in contact with the plain, simple truths of the gospel. They went, and 
listened to a professed minister of the gospel deliver himself of a tirade of abuse 
against the Latter-day Saints. He forgot entirely that he was to examine Mormon- 
isun’ from a scriptural standpoint, and commenced at once to lift his voice against the 
Lord's anointed. Claiming to be a follower of Jesus Chi ist himself, and knowing that 
he could not prove the Saints wrong from the sayings of the Savior and His apostles, he 
did the only thing he could do, and that was to depart from ‘the law and the testimony’ 
because theré was no light in him. He denounved the great latter-day Prophet, Joseph 
Smith, as a murderer, and his followers as evil and designing men and women. He has 
tried hard to stop the progress of truth, both by preaching from the pulpit and by visit- 
ing from house to house, endeavoring to prejudice the minds of the people against the 
Saints, and he shall in no wise lose his reward. But that reward will bring weeping 
instead of laughter, instead of joy, and we can well 
afford to say ‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ 

With all the opposition arrayed against us, we have been steadily increasing, 4 
have a good, lively branch where so much has been said against us. The Saints in Gore- 
bridge are living their religion, and as a result of so doing, they feel to praise their 
Heavenly Father for His kindness to them, and are rejoicing exceedingly in the Gospel. 

„We have also heen blessed in our labors in the Edinburgh Branch, twelve persons 
having been added to it since I came to this District. Nearly al! the Saints in this 
Branch are alive to their duties, and are generally to be found at their meetings, seeking 
to understand the Gospel, and then trying to live according to its precepts. We all feel 
very much encouraged by the success which has crowned our efforts, and our determina- 
tion is to press on in the goed work we have espoused, and endeavor, to the best of our 
ability, to spread the principles of the only true Gospel. 

„My labors in this District are now ended. I might say a great deal in relation to 
the marvelous way in which I have been blessed since coming here, but I do not think it 
would be wisdom; but I do desire to thank the Saints in this District for their great 
kindness to me while I have been laboring in their midst, and I would exhort them one 
and all to be true to their covenants, for God has most assuredly spoken in these last days, 
and His purposes are gradually being brought about. We are now assisting Him to 
establish His righteous will upon the earth, and if we prove faithful, there is a crown of 
glory awaiting us in the realms above, which will be ours to enjoy throughout the count- 
less ages of eternity. Seek, my brethren, for the Spirit of the Lord, und all will be well 
with you, and forget not to thank Him continually for the many blessings He has and is 
_ bestowing upon you. Duty now calls me from your midst, where I have spent many 

happy and profitable hours. Tom here un been very a me, abd I pray God te 
done.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


- Fifteen missionaries left Salt Lake City for the Southera States on the 
mioraing of Feb. 27th. 


A blast was recen ott Sf at, tes * of the U. C. Rail 
near Salt Lake Gity, from 131 k der, which threw down —— 


one gulch from 200,000 to 5000 rab 28 stone suitable for fluxing 
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D. N Dilley, writing to the Deseret News from American Falls, Idaho. gives 
@ very encouraging account of that country as a place of residence for an: 
agricoltural community. It possesses. quite as many advantages as most of 
the valleys of Utah, and the Oregon Short Line Railroad passes through it. 
The country is being vecupied by the Latter-day Saints. 128011 
Mr. Phil. Robinson, former correspondent of the New Vork World, whose 
letters ubout Utah and the “ Mormons,” as published last summer, created so 
much ‘interest, is now visiting Salt Luks City, accompanied by Sergeant 
Ballantyne, the eminent English barrister. No people living know how to 
appreciate a writer who will try to tell the truth about them better than the 
Latter-day Saints, and accordingly Mr. Robinson is “the lion of the hour.” 


John N. Irwin, of Iowa, has been nominated by the President of the United 
States and confirmed by the Senate as Governor of Idaho, so John B. McNeil, 
the present incumbent of that office will step down and out. This will be a 
great disappointment to the latter, as he doubtless expected to gain political 
influence and perpetuate himself in office by his rabid and persistent opposi- 
tion to the Latter-day Saint residents of that Territory. As it is, he will 
retire pitied if not despised by all decent poops acquainted with his actions, 
for having been so short-sighted, weak and bigoted us to pursue such a course. 

Brother.C. O. Card, superintendent of the Logan Temple, finding the 
funds in bis hands running short for carrying on the work of constructing 
that building, — the employes together and inſormed them that 
work for the time being would have to cease unless they continued without 
pay. Between forty and tifty of the workmen immediately volunteered to 
give their time as a donation 2 the month of March, and ten more 
offered to work for the month for half pay, rather than see the building stop. 


The work thus donated will amount in value to $2,600. 


Joseph M. Phelps and John Cozzens, of Montpelier, capers to the Deseret 
News that during a recent visit to Guaymas, in Sonora, Mexico, they met the 
notorious Sam Brannan, who apostatized from the faith of the ——— 
Saints many years ago, and who since that time has made and squande 
several fortunes. He is now partially 1 — in the depths of poverty, 
residing in a little shanty. friend ess ; and living in the most r forms 
of vice. When the visitors saw him he was half naked and filthy, a pitiable 
spectacle to behold. His great Yuqui land scheme had fallen through, and 
he admitted to his visitors that he did not own a foot of land.” 


At the last session of the Utah islature a bill was offering a 
premium of $5,000 to the person who should succeed in making 7,000 lbs of 
sugar of a good quality in the Territory. Brother Arthur Stayner, of Far- 
ringten, set about in good earnest to secure the prize, and hus succeeded in 
making the requisite amount of sugar from the amber cane, of the proper 

uality, but WHS sixteen days behind the stipulated time in completing it. 
There no doubt, however, Mt that the prize will be awarded to him at the 
ä poms session of the Legislature, ax he has fairly earned it by demonstrating 
hat good sugar can be made in Utab, and that, too, at a profit of $4.50 on 
every ton of cane. 

Logan is one of the most beautiful and thrifty cities of Utah. It is situated 
on the line of the Utah and Northern Railroad. Unlike most other railroad 

ies in the United States it bas no liquor saloons. Certain lawless pe 

ave of late attempted to sell liquor there, contrary to the 2 n 
nance, but they have been fined whenever found -guilty. me sym 
having been expressed for these offenders, the city rs decided to teat how 
far the people would be willing to sustain them in entirely prohibiting the 
ale of hquore: For this purpose they had two petitions circulated tho 
throughout the city, one asking for he tepeal of the prohibition ordinance, 
the other gaking for {ita enforcement, thirty-four persons could be 
found who were in favor of haying liqyor-sold. Kip.» 
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